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Chapter 20 – Commonwealth and Empire (1870-1900)
1. Why do you think the egalitarian vision of Looking Backward and Point Loma could not succeed if it was implemented on a large scale today? pp.684-5
2. List and discuss 3-4 examples of how the size and scope of government grew from 1870s-1900. p.686

3. Why was the Interstate Commerce Commission created? p.686

4. What is meant by “positive government?” p.686

5. What was one major issue that divided the Democratic and Republican parties and why? p.687-8

6. What were the pay-offs of the “spoils” of public office? p.688

7. What were “patronage” positions in government? p.688

8. What did the Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act (1885) do? p.688

9. What was the populist movement? p.689

10. What was the Granger movement? p.689

11. According to Grangers, who were “thieves in the night?” p.689

12. What were the Granger Laws? p.689-90

13. What was the case Munn v. Illinois (1877) about? p.690

14. What was the purpose of the Farmers’ Alliance? p.690

15. What happened during the Great Uprising? pp.691-92

16. What did Henry George argue in Progress and Poverty? How did Tammany Hall react to George? p.692

17. Why was Francis E. Willard the most famous woman of the 19th century? p.693

18. How and where did the women’s suffrage movement make headway? p.693
19. What was the platform of the People’s Party that emerged out of the populist movement? p.694

20. What caused the Depression of 1893? p.695

21. What were the major effects of the Depression of 1893? p.695

22. What were the “vagrancy” laws passed during the depression? p.695

23. What was “Coxey’s Army?” p.695

24. What was the “protective association” formed in Idaho? p.696

25. How did mine union members in Coeur D’Alene react to the wage cuts? p.696

26. What was the cause and outcome of the Homestead, PA strike? p.696

27. Who was Eugen V. Debs? p.697

28. What were the causes and outcomes of the Pullman Strike? p.697

29. What was the purpose of the Social Gospel movement and were some of its results? p.697-8

30. In 3-4 sentences, what was “free silver?” who favored it, who opposed it, and why? p.699

31. Who was the Democratic candidate for president in 1896 and why was he so popular with farmers? p.699

32. How was the Republican William McKinley able to win the election of 1896? p.700

33. President McKinley’s administration is considered successful. Why? p.700

34. What is the “nadir?” p.700

35. What was the general American attitude toward immigrants near the end of the century? p.700-1

36. What are Jim Crow laws and where did the name originate? p.701

37. What was the significance of Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)? p.701

38. What was the racial situation in the South during the 1890s? p.702
39. Who was Ida B. Wells? p.702

40. What was Tom Watson’s political affiliation and what did he fight for in the 1890s? p.703

41. Why did America look to expand into foreign markets in the 1890s? p.703

42. What was the evident “symbolism” at the 1893 Columbian Exposition in Chicago? what was the evidence of this symbolism? p.704

43. What did Frederick Douglass notice about the Exposition? p.704

44. What was the “White Man’s Burden?” p.704

45. Who made up much of the missionary movement and where were they active? p.705

46. Besides spreading the Gospel, what did missionaries in China do? p.705

47. What happened to American exports from 1870-1900? p.706

48. Which U.S. Secretary of State negotiated the purchase of Alaska and what was Alaska’s nickname at the time? p.706

49. How did the U.S. view the Caribbean? p.706

50. What was the purpose of the Good Neighbor Policy? p.706

51. What did bilateral treaties with Latin American nations do for the American and Latin American economies? p.706

52. What did Alfred Thayer Mahan argue? p.707

53. What social, economic, and political actions created the situation that led to the annexation of Hawai’i? p.707-8

54. Why do you think Queen Liliuokalani is considered a hero in Hawai’i? p.708

55. What was the Open Door Policy? p.708

56. What happened in China in 1898 and how did President McKinley react? p.708

57. What was William McKinley’s ambition as president? Did he succeed? p.709

58. What was the American response to the Cuban independence movement? p.710

59. What happened to the USS Maine and what was the major effect? p.710

60. What was Teddy Roosevelt’s role in the Spanish-American War? p.710
61. What were the economic and political benefits for the U.S. from its control of Cuba as a protectorate? p.712

62. How did the U.S. wrest control of the Philippines from Spain and how did Filipinos respond to American rule? p.712

63. Who were some of the most famous critics of empire and what were some of the main arguments against imperialism? p.713-4













